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Miss Ferguson is our RE Leader at Claycots



The vision for RE

At Claycots, we want everyone to be valued as an individual, where learning is exciting, and 
everyone strives to be the best that they can be. Our RE curriculum is at the heart of this vision, 
preparing children to leave our school ready to navigate their way in the pluralistic and global 
community. Through RE, we want our pupils to blossom into young adults who develop 
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, in line with the British values of tolerance, respect 
and individual liberty. 

At Claycots, we aim to achieve this by providing pupils with Key Questions that equip them with 
the knowledge and understanding to answer the challenging questions about meaning, 
purpose, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. For us 
to do this, we always aim to provide effective, high-quality Religious Education that provides 
opportunities for personal reflection and comparison.  Through RE, our aim is for our pupils to 
challenge stereotypes and promote cohesion within the community. 



The vision for RE

In order to provide a good level of Religious Education, we aim to:

• Plan high-level teaching resources that are adapted for all needs, stretching our 
pupils thinking through challenging questions

• Provide opportunities for children to explore a variety of experiences both inside 
and outside of the classroom

• Offer CPD opportunities for teachers to develop their understanding of RE and the 
NATRE RE Today curriculum

• Plan regular assessment opportunities to inform future planning, both formative 
and summative

• Monitor RE through regular pupil voice interviews, learning walks and book looks



Subject Intent
At Claycots, we understand that Religious Education provides pupils with the opportunity to learn about multiple faiths, 

which may be different from their own beliefs. Claycots’ vision and educational aims for religious education are to 

provide a rigorous academic curriculum that is ambitious, challenging, enriching and inclusive. This is in line with the 

school’s mission to encourage high expectations to maximise progress and to enable all pupils to achieve and to 

develop resilience and creativity in their learning. Our aims and vision for RE also reflect the intent of the locally agreed 

syllabus which are ‘to promote religious literacy’ through enabling pupils to ‘engage in informed and balanced 

conversations about religions and beliefs’. At Claycots, we want our pupils to leave school ready to navigate and 

flourish in an increasing pluralistic and globalised society.

Learning about a variety of religions enables pupils to be informed and understand some of the political, social, and 

moral issues that they may face as they grow up in an increasingly globalised world and diverse community. At 

Claycots, we teach RE through using an enquiry question that is answered by building up substantive knowledge 

through a series of smaller, key questions to enable children to understand the key concepts within RE. Throughout 

their time at Claycots, pupils will encounter and explore the following key concepts:  God (including people of God and 

kingdom of God), Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation, Creation, Fall, Belonging, Faith, Morality and impact on the wider 

world. Through the key concepts, pupils will be taught how to become reflective learners, providing them with a safe 

place to raise challenging questions and develop into empathetic, respectful and tolerant young adults.



Subject Intent

At Claycots, we actively promote the fundamental British value of mutual respect and 

tolerance of others' faiths and beliefs, and we believe that this will enable our children to 

leave our school prepared for life in modern Britain. To support these aims, our 

curriculum develops children’s Cultural Capital by including a range of visits to religious 

places of worship, as well as inviting visitors into our school to immerse pupils in their 

learning. We always ensure we create a safe place for pupils to respectfully ask key 

questions, share their own beliefs and demonstrate their tolerance and respect for all. 



Subject Definition

KS1
Now we are learning RE. RE is when you learn about other religions and the beliefs, traditions, and 
practices that they follow. It can help you learn about values such as kindness and respect.

If I like RE then I can become a teacher or do a job that that helps people in the community such as a 
support worker or a lawyer.

KS2
Now we are learning RE. Religious education is a way to learn about different religions and their beliefs, 
traditions, and practices. It can help us understand why people believe what they believe and how they 
worship or pray. Religious education can also teach us about important values like compassion, 
kindness, and respect.

If I like RE then I can become a teacher or do a job that that helps people in the community such as a 
support worker or a lawyer.



How we teach RE

At Claycots, we now follow the NATRE RE Today curriculum, which meets the requirements of the Pan 
Berkshire Agreed Syllabus for RE. RE is taught weekly and advocates an enquiry-based approach, where a 
key question is answered throughout the unit. Planning is effectively sequenced so that pupils are supported 
in developing a secure, long-term understanding of key concepts within RE. The learning within the unit 
ensures that pupils can connect new knowledge with existing knowledge, building on their foundational 
knowledge. The curriculum provides clear questions that allow the children to break down the key learning to 
answer a sequence of questions that build up to enable children to answer the over-arching enquiry question.

We understand the importance of allowing children to be exposed to religious resources and ensure that 
children have the chance to go on educational visits, developing their cultural capital and immersing them in 
their learning. Doing this alongside the NATRE RE Today scheme of learning prompts pupils to develop their 
critical thinking skills. The curriculum provides opportunities for personal reflection, which enables pupils to 
advance their subject knowledge and flourish as moral and global citizens. All lessons have scaffolds that 
support pupils through their religious educational journey, to ensure that all pupils are included, and are 
challenged appropriately to meet their learning needs.



How we teach RE

At Claycots, the RE curriculum will be enriched through trips, workshops and through links with the wider 
community. Pupils will have opportunities to experience RE in a variety of ways through visiting places of 
worship, religious visitors and by exploring religious artefacts. 

Each Year Group has access to a wide range of non-fiction books in the school library to enhance their 
research and understanding of religions, as well as laptops for internet based research and learning. 
Educational visits and hands on learning opportunities are provided as often as possible to enthuse the 
children and provide opportunities for children to engage with the Religions taught.

Teaching and learning is regularly monitored by the RE lead who will provide a range of CPD as required to 
staff and ensure good teaching of RE across all key stages. Planning will be in place with regards to key 
concepts that will enable children to break down challenging and complex key questions and beliefs. 
Medium and short-term plans will be monitored. Lessons will be inspiring and well delivered to ensure all 
pupils learn the knowledge required to answer challenging questions about meaning, purpose, beliefs about 
God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 



How we teach RE
Early Years & KS1 

In Early Years, children celebrate many different festivals and events. Children learn about Diwali, Eid, 
Christmas and Chinese New Year. They discuss similarities and differences and get involved in art and 
craft experiences linked to the festivals. Children also explore the idea of belonging and what this might 
mean to different religions and cultures.

In Key Stage One, children are introduced to some of the key concepts within RE, focusing on the 
Christian beliefs of creation, incarnation for Year 1 and gospel for Year 2 in the Autumn Term. Through 
key questions, these complex beliefs are broken down to allow children to grasp the concepts, before 
introducing the concept of faith through Judaism (Year 1) and Islam (Year 2). This allows pupils to 
develop their discussions of similarities and differences between religions from EYFS. Both Year 1 and 
Year 2 also end on a thematic unit, applying a key question to the religions studied so far and 
introducing other world views. Pupils are able explore the idea of belonging, god and the impact on the 
wider world through these thematic units, providing a conclusion and summary to learning for the year. 



How we teach RE
KS2

In Key Stage Two, pupils build upon the key beliefs and concepts already introduced, deepening their 
understanding of the key concepts. Pupils discuss and develop their understanding of the key Christian 
beliefs of God (including people of God and kingdom of God), Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation, Creation 
and Fall. The key concepts of Faith and God are used to introduce Hinduism for Y4 and Y6 and for Y3 
and Y5 to build upon existing KS1 understanding of Judaism and Islam. Thematic units at the end of the 
year are used to build on pupils understanding of the key religious concepts of Faith, Belonging, Morality 
and the Wider World, through continuing to discuss and compare religions taught and a range of 
worldviews, including Humanism. 

Thus, throughout their time at Claycots, learning is effectively sequenced so that pupils are supported in 
developing a secure, long-term understanding of key concepts within RE. The children are challenged to 
think critically and ask questions about a variety of religions as each half-term focuses on a key 
question to understand the key concept explored. 



How we measure progress

The NATRE RE Today curriculum allows for formative and summative assessment. 
Each unit has a summative assessment to be completed at the end, to showcase 
pupils’ learning and understanding of the key concepts taught. Throughout the unit, 
sticky knowledge slides and key vocabulary provide plenty of opportunities for children 
to embed the key learning, as a form of formative assessment. This also forms a 
range of mini summative assessments, used at the beginning of the lesson as a 
retrieval opportunity, but also for teachers to see where further learning is needed for 
pupils to understand the key concepts. 

To support with planning an ambitious, academic curriculum, marking, observation of 
pupils' work and regular discussions, supports teachers in assessing pupils 
understanding formatively and planning subsequent lessons. 



Curriculum Map

Transition from Discovery RE to 
NATRE RE Today 2023 to 2024



Curriculum Map- EYFS & KS1 NATRE RE TODAY 2024 to 2025



Curriculum Map- LKS2 NATRE RE TODAY 2024 to 2025



Curriculum Map- UKS2 NATRE RE TODAY 2024 to 2025



Visits and experiences

Below are the current visits and experiences offered at Claycots 
to support our RE curriculum:
• Pastor Visits for KS1 and KS2 around Christian Celebrations
• The main religious festivals are celebrated within our whole 

school and phase assemblies
• Visit to Hindu Temple Y4
• Diwali celebration day
• EYFS Nativity Play
• Eid celebration day



Examples of learning

Year 1 examples exploring the importance of the 

creation story for Christians. 

Year 1 examples exploring 
what is important to  
Jewish people.



Examples of learning

Year 2 examples 
exploring the 
importance of kindness 
for Christians. 



Examples of learning

Year 3 examples exploring Jews commitment 
to God. 



Examples of learning

Year 4 examples exploring the myths behind 
Diwali. 

Year 4 examples exploring the story of Buddha 

and his teachings.



Examples of learning

Year 5 examples exploring how Hindus show commitment to God and understand Brahma.



Examples of learning

Year 6 example 
discussing how Muslims 
show commitment to 
God.

Year 6 
examples 
exploring 
Christians 
teachings on 
love and life 
after death. 



Pupil voice

What our children in KS1 say about RE:

• “I like learning how God created the world, cause he did lots.” - Y1 Pupil

• “I love the stories.” – Y1 Pupil

• “I like learning about how we can love the world.” – Y1 Pupil

• “I love learning about kindness in my lesson.” – Y2 Pupil

• “I like learning about being respectful.” – Y2 Pupil

• “I like showing my curiosity in RE lessons.” – Y2 Pupil



Pupil voice

What our children in LKS2 say about RE:

• “The thing I loved most in RE was learning about the Sherma and the designs in the 
holy book, the Torah.” – Y3 Pupil

• “My favourite part about RE is learning about different religions that other people 
believe in.” – Y3 Pupil

• “I enjoy making my teacher proud by writing down lots of ideas and facts that I’ve 
learnt and sharing my opinions on them.” – Y3 Pupil

• “I like to learn about what the religion is from people and videos.” - Y4 Pupil

• “It’s just really interesting to learn about other Gods and what other people 
believes.” – Y4 Pupil

• “I like learning about Hinduism, what the religion is and the stories of Rama and 
Sita.” – Y4 Pupil



Pupil voice

What our children in UKS2 say about RE:

• “I enjoy learning about God and how this is explained in lessons.”- Y5 Pupil 

• “I like to go deep in all the topics and learn about them all.”- Y5 Pupil

• “When we are learning about my religion, I like to share my facts and beliefs with my class 
and teacher. My teacher also teaches and tells me things that I didn’t know, so I can learn 
and share.”- Y5 Pupil

• “We are ready to learn in RE when we show respect to those of different backgrounds.” – 
Y6 pupil

• “I enjoy my RE lessons, as we learn about different religions and even if you don’t believe 
that religion, you are learning about it and it helps you to understand different beliefs.” – Y6 
Pupil

• “ I like that we can share our opinions and facts about different religions. We have lots of 
discussions that help us think more deeply about big questions.” – Y6 Pupil 
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