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The vision for English

Our vision for English is to foster a love of language, and to equip our children with the skills and 

confidence to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts. 

We aim to provide a rich and stimulating curriculum that covers all aspects of reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and that exposes children to a wide range of high quality, engaging texts 

from different genres. We want children to leave our school, full equipped with Literacy skills that 

will enable them to lead fulfilling lives and make a positive impact to society.



Subject Intent

At Claycots, we recognise the importance of reading and writing as key life skills and are dedicated to ensuring every 

child is equipped with the skills need to: access the curriculum, make personal choices about the books they read 

and communicate effectively to a wide range of audiences. We teach all aspects of the English National Curriculum 

with the overarching aim to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong 

command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for 

enjoyment. At Claycots, reading is central to the curriculum. It is a source of pleasure and enrichment, but also a 

primary means of obtaining information and building many key skills such as retelling information. Central to our 

intent for English at Claycots is ensuring that all pupils:

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, 

writing and spoken language

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes 

and audiences

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and 

participating in debate



Subject Implementation

Reading:

At Claycots, both our English and wider curriculum topics are centred around high quality texts which ensure that

throughout the school children are exposed to a wide range of authors and genres which help to nurture children’s love of 

reading. Children are given many opportunities during the school day to develop their reading as well as the explicit 

teaching of reading skills through guided and shared reading. In class, children are exposed a range of texts through 

English lessons and their other subjects. Throughout the week, children are taught as a whole class through shared 

reading where teachers explicitly model the skills of proficient readers. When pupils are looking at texts in lessons teacher s 

will deploy a shared reading strategy and explicitly model the skills of proficient readers. From Reception to Year 6, reading 

strategies including: decoding, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension are explicity taught during these sessions whilst 

nursery focus on demonstrating concepts of print. Through daily guided reading, all pupils are then given a chance to 

independently apply these skills to texts that closely match to their comprehension and decoding abilities. As part of guided 

reading, all pupils read with a teacher at least once a week. Across the school we use Pearson’s Bug Club, Collins Big Cat 

and PM reading schemes to support children in applying their phonics and reading skills. As a school we prioritise 

additional opportunities to celebrate reading including the celebration of World Book Day, lunchtime library clubs,

numerous author visits and workshops and local library trips. We have large and well-stocked libraries which we regularly 

update with the newest publications



Subject Implementation

Writing:

At Claycots, children are immersed in Talk for Writing from Year 1 to Year 6. Its three phases (Imitation, Innovation 

and Independent Application) mean that children are explicitly taught how to compose a variety of fiction & non- 

fiction texts. All writing units use high quality texts as a stimulus which pupils internalise through the imitation 

stage. To support children in moving towards independent writing, teachers use shared and modelled writing; 

showing children their thought process by thinking out loud and involving them in the composition by taking 

suggestions. Children are taught how to structure a piece of work, ensuring the key features that will help them to 

make progress have been included. There are regular opportunities for children’s writing and ideas to be shared, 

displayed, published and celebrated. Grammar is taught explicitly through Talk for Writing units, as research 

shows that knowledge is best internalised when taught within a familiar context. Additionally, we use the no- 

nonsense spelling scheme to support the teaching of spelling. We recognise the importance of handwriting and 

this is explicitly taught throughout the school.



Subject overview

Early Years

More information about how reading and writing is taught in Early Years can be found 

in the EYFS curriculum section of the website



Subject overview Year 1



Subject overview Year 2



Subject overview Year 3



Subject overview Year 4



Subject overview Year 5



Subject overview Year 6



How we measure progress

Reading

Teachers assess reading through careful questioning in guided reading and shared reading sessions.

Phonics Assessments are also completed (see Early Reading and Phonics section of the website)

PM Reading Assessment

The PM Reading Assessment tool is used to assess children’s independent reading level using unseen, meaningful 

texts. This procedure allows teachers to assess a child’s fluency, retelling strategies and comprehension skills. The

information is used to determine the reading level and to provide children with the appropriate reading material. It is 

also used to monitor progress over time.

Summative Assessment

At Claycots we use termly Standardised Score Reading assessments to track progress and to help teachers gather a 

deeper understanding of their pupil’s existing and developing knowledge and skills. Teachers use the outcomes of

these tests to adapt their teaching to meet the needs of all children



How we measure progress

Writing

Writing is teacher assessed at the end of each term. Teachers refer to a bank of exemplification

materials when making judgements about standards in writing and children are assessed as either 

working towards, having met or exceeded the expected national curriculum standard for writing.

Moderation of writing takes place every term and teachers identify any gaps in knowledge that can be 

addressed through whole class teaching or focused intervention support.



Visits and experiences
Author visits



Visits and experiences



Examples of learning Reception



Examples of learning Year 1



Examples of learning Year 1



Examples of learning Year 2



Examples of learning Year 3



Examples of learning Year 4



Examples of learning Year 5



Examples of learning Year 6



Pupil voice

What our children say about English:

Year 1

• ‘English is one of my favourite lessons because I love writing and I like doing my story actions.’

• ‘I like retelling my story using my story map.’

• ‘I like writing fiction because I can write about my made-up characters.’

Year 2

• ‘I like English because my talent is reading which helps me with my writing.’

• ‘We’ve learnt useful vocabulary and how to convince someone to do something.’

• ‘We are learning this type of writing so when I grow up I can write this type of letter.’



Pupil voice

What our children say about English:

Year 3

• ‘When we write, we have to focus on lots of skills and I like to make sure I’ve included everything.’

• ‘We learn an imitate text using a map and actions and this helps me do my own writing.’

• ‘I know that any narrative is fictional. We have done other narratives too which helps us. We did a historical 
narrative on the Stone Age.’

Year 4

• ‘I like English because we learn new vocabulary and we learn the different features of different texts.’

• ‘In Year 1 we wrote instructions on how make a monster sandwich and in Year 2 we did an instruction on 
how to catch a monster. This helped me to write my instructions in Year 4 because it’s the same text type 
but about something different but we used more advanced vocabulary and included more detail.’

• ‘My favourite writing was a description setting for Narnia.’



Pupil voice

What our children say about English:

Year 5

• ‘‘I like reading stories and I like reading my stories to other people. I like reading their stories too.’

• ‘The model texts that we learn help us with our own writing.  Our box-ups help us with ideas.’

Year 6

• ‘My teacher tells me if my work is good and if it needs improvement. Children around me tell me too.’

• ‘I know how to write in a chatty tone to make my writing more interesting. I have to think about my audience.’

• ‘I’ve learnt how to write a biography at a high standard. I learnt new sentence structures which helped me 
with writing my biography.’



Year 1 Reading Skills Progression Map

National Curriculum Objectives Content Domain Context

Decoding

apply phonic knowledge to decode words
Daily Teaching of ALS Phonics • The school places a strong emphasis on developing children’s 

reading skills with a particular focus on phonics. Children 

receive Phonics twice daily using the ALS Phonics programme. 

This ensures that they regularly practise their phonics skills.

• Common exception words are taught on a daily basis at the 

start of all English lessons. This helps children to quickly 

recognise and read irregularly-spelled words, which are often 

encountered in reading.

• Children are taught to read and write common suffixes as 

part of their English lessons at various points throughout the 

year. The correct use of these suffixes is modelled during 

shared/modelled writing.

• During Guided Reading sessions, children have access to a 

range of high quality phonetically decodable books. This 

allows them to practise their phonics skills in context and 

build their reading fluency and comprehension.

speedily read all 40+ letters/groups for 
40+ phonemes

read accurately by blending taught GPC

read common exception words

read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, 
etc.)

read multisyllable words containing 
taught GPCs

read contractions and understanding use 
of apostrophe

read aloud phonically-decodable texts

Range of 
Reading

listening to and discussing a wide range 
of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read 
independently

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

• Children are exposed to a wide range of texts in Shared and 

Guided Reading. In addition to this they read and discuss 

focus texts in English lessons throughout the year.

• During the book introduction of a Guided Reading session, 

links are made to children’s own experiences. This approach 

helps to engage children with the text and make it more 

relevant to their lives. It also enables them to relate to the 

characters and events in the story.
being encouraged to link what they read 

or hear read to their own experiences

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

1



Year 1 Reading Skills Progression Map

Familiarity with 
Texts

becoming very familiar with key stories,
fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 

them and considering their particular 

characteristics

1b
identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 
non-fiction texts, such as characters, events 
titles and information

• The school uses the Talk for Writing programme in English 

lessons. Children learn to retell a range of fiction and non- 

fiction texts using text maps and actions. This approach also 

helps them to develop an understanding of the structure of a 

text.recognising and joining in with 

predictable phrases

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

Poetry & 
Performance

learning to appreciate rhymes and 

poems, and to recite some by heart

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

• During the Autumn term, in English lessons, children are 

provided with opportunities to recite poems by heart. In the 

summer term they learn and write their own poems using 

descriptive language.

Word Meanings discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

• Children are regularly introduced to new vocabulary during 

English lessons and their word meanings are actively 

discussed. They are encouraged to use these words in their 

writing, helping to expand their vocabulary and enhance their 

reading and writing abilities.

• Word meanings are also discussed during reading sessions, 

helping children to develop their vocabulary and deepen their 

understanding of the text.

Understanding

drawing on what they already know or on
background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

• To help children read new or unfamiliar words, the school 

teaches several strategies in Guided and Shared Reading. 

These include breaking words into syllable chunks, identifying 

small words in big words (compound words) and using 

phonics.

• If a sentence does not make sense, children are encouraged 

to read it again to help them understand the meaning of the 

text.

checking that the text makes sense to 

them as they read and correcting 

inaccurate reading

2



Year 1 Reading Skills Progression Map

Inference

discussing the significance of the title and 

events

1b
identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction texts, such as characters, events 
titles and information

• During reading sessions, children are asked a range of 

questions, including inference questions, which encourage 

them text to develop a deeper understanding.

making inferences on the basis of what is 

being said and done
1d

make inference from the text

Prediction
predicting what might happen on the 

basis of what has been read so far

1e
predict what might happen on the basis of 

what has been read so far

• Throughout all reading lessons, children are provided with 

opportunities to practise predicting what will happen next in 

the text.

Discussing 
Reading

participate in discussion about what is 

read to them, taking turns and listening 

to what others say

1b
identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction texts, such as characters, events 
titles and information

• Children are actively encouraged to take turns and participate 

in group discussions about a text, promoting active listening 

skills.

explain clearly their understanding of 

what is read to them

1c
identify and explain the sequence of events 

in texts

3



Year 2 Reading Skills Progression Map

National Curriculum Objectives Content Domain Context

Decoding

secure phonic decoding until reading is
fluent

ALS Phonics • To support their development, children who do not pass the 

phonics screening in Year 1 continue to receive ongoing 

targeted phonics interventions. Regular ALS phonics 

assessments are conducted to monitor progress and identify 

areas for improvement.

• English lessons and reading sessions cover the reading of 

common suffixes, exception and high frequency words.

read accurately by blending, including 
alternative sounds for graphemes

read multisyllable words containing these 
graphemes

read common suffixes

read exception words, noting unusual
correspondences

read most words quickly & accurately
without overt sounding and blending

Range of 
Reading

listening to, discussing and expressing
views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read independently

1b
Identify /explain key aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction texts, such as characters, events, 
titles and information

• Throughout the year, children are presented with a wide 

range of non-fiction texts, including non-chronological 

reports, letters, instructions and newspaper reports, all of 

which are carefully selected to challenge children and expand 

their reading and writing skills.

Familiarity with 
Texts

becoming increasingly familiar with and 

retelling a wider range of stories, fairy 

stories and traditional tales
1a

draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 
understand texts

• The school uses the Talk for Writing programme in English 

lessons. Children learn to retell a range of fiction and non- 

fiction texts using text maps and actions. This approach also 

helps them to develop an understanding of the structure of a 

text.

recognising simple recurring literary 

language in stories and poetry

1



Year 2 Reading Skills Progression Map

Poetry & 
Performance

continuing to build up a repertoire of 

poems learnt by heart, appreciating these 

and reciting some, with appropriate 

intonation to make the meaning clear

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

• As part of their dragon-themed unit, children are exposed to 

a diverse range of dragon poems that are at a level beyond 

their independent reading ability. They are encouraged to 

engage in discussions about the poetic language and the 

significance of various words and phrases. Additionally, they 

are given the opportunity to create their own dragon poems, 

which they present to the class.

Word Meanings

discussing and clarifying the meanings of 

words, linking new meanings to known 

vocabulary 1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

• Reading sessions include a section where children can clarify 

the meaning of words they encounter, promoting their 

comprehension and vocabulary development.

• As part of reading, children are regularly encouraged to 

discuss their favourite words and phrases, promoting 

engagement, reflection and language awareness.discussing their favourite words and 

phrases

Understanding

discussing the sequence of events in 

books and how items of information are 

related

1c
identify and explain the sequence of events 

in text

• If a sentence does not make sense, children are encouraged 
to read it again to help them understand the meaning of the 
text.

drawing on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary
provided by the teacher

1a
draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts

checking that the text makes sense to
them as they read and correcting 

inaccurate reading

Inference

making inferences on the basis of what is 

being said and done
1d

Make inference from the text

• During reading sessions, children are asked a range of 

questions, including inference questions, which encourage 

them text to develop a deeper understanding.

answering and asking questions
1a

draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 
understand texts

2



Year 2 Reading Skills Progression Map

Prediction
predicting what might happen on the 

basis of what has been read so far

1e
predict what might happen on the basis of 

what has been read so far

• Throughout all reading lessons, children are provided with 

opportunities to practise predicting what will happen next in 

the text.

Non-Fiction

being introduced to non-fiction books 

that are structured in different ways

1c
identify and explain the sequence of events 

in text

• To support their learning and foster a love of reading, 

children have access to a diverse selection of non-fiction texts 

related to the topics studied in their classroom reading 

corners. They are also encouraged to explore a wide range of 

books available in the school library, enabling them to expand 

their knowledge and interests.

Discussing 
Reading

participate in discussion about books, 

poems & other works that are read to
them & those that they can read for
themselves, taking turns and listening to 

what others say

1b
identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction texts, such as characters, events 
titles and information

• Children are actively encouraged to take turns and participate 

in group discussions about a text, promoting active listening 

skills. This occurs regularly during English lessons and reading 

sessions.

explain and discuss their understanding 

of books, poems and other material, both

those that they listen to and those that 

they read for themselves

1c
identify and explain the sequence of events 

in texts

3



Year 3 and 4 Reading Skills Progression Map

National Curriculum Objectives Content Domain Context

Decoding

apply their growing knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read 

aloud and to understand the meaning of 

new words they meet

2a

Give/explain the meaning of words in 

context

• The No Nonsense Spelling scheme is used to teach spelling 

rules and improve spelling.

• Throughout the scheme, children are taught strategies for 

learning words from the Year 3/4 statutory word list.

• Children review previously taught suffixes including -s, -es,

-er, -ed, and -ing, and practise reading and applying other 

suffixes such as - ous and -tion.

• Children also learn to add a variety of prefixes such as ‘un-’, 

‘dis-’, ‘in-’, ‘re-’, ‘sub-’, ‘inter-’, ‘super-’, ‘anti-’, ‘auto-’ to root 

words.

• Suffixes and prefixes are used to understand the meaning of 

words in reading sessions.

read further exception words, noting the 

unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound, and where these 

occur in the word

Range of 
Reading

listening to and discussing a wide range 

of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks

2f

Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

• The reading corner in the classroom offers a diverse selection 

of books, providing children with access to books structured 

in various ways.

• Children are given the chance to navigate through different 

texts using contents and index pages to locate and retrieve 

relevant information.

• Through the exploration of non-fiction texts in English 

lessons, children are encouraged to analyse and evaluate the 

organisation of specific information, such as sub-headings, 

bullet points, diagrams, contents, and glossaries.

• Children learn the significance of paragraphs in organising 

and building ideas, as well as the importance of linking them 

together to create a cohesive text.

reading books that are structured in 

different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes

1



Year 3 and 4 Reading Skills Progression Map

Familiarity with 
Texts

increasing their familiarity with a wide 

range of books, including fairy stories, 

myths and legends, and retelling some of 

these orally

2h

make comparisons within the text

• The school uses the Talk for Writing programme in English 

lessons. Children learn to orally retell a range of fiction and 

non-fiction texts using text maps and actions. This approach 

also helps them to develop an understanding of the structure 

of a text.

• As a class, children work together to analyse and discuss 

themes e.g. good versus evil (Rama and the Demon King) 

betrayal and forgiveness (The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe), kindness and courage (Matilda).

identifying themes and conventions in a 

wide range of books

Poetry & 
Performance

preparing poems and play scripts to read 

aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, 

volume and action

2f

Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

2g

Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words

2h

Make comparisons within the text

• In their English unit on playscripts, Year 4 children not only 

read a range of playscripts but also write their own. They are 

provided with ample opportunities to read aloud their 

playscript to their teacher and peers.

recognising some different forms of 

poetry

Word Meanings using dictionaries to check the meaning 

of words that they have read

2a

Give/explain the meaning of words in 

context

• Dictionaries are readily available in classrooms and children 

are encouraged to make use of them during lessons to check 

the meaning of words.

Understanding

checking that the text makes sense to 

them, discussing their understanding and 

explaining the meaning of words in 

context

2a

Give/explain the meaning of words in 

context

• Children are provided with frequent opportunities to 

summarise the key themes of paragraphs by using 

information from the text and re-telling the main points of a 

story in sequence.

• Children are encouraged to generate questions in order to 

clarify character’s intent, events, plot setting and text 

structure. These questions are sometimes explored through 

drama and role play, including techniques like hot seating and 

freeze framing.

asking questions to improve their 

understanding of a text

identifying main ideas drawn from more 

than one paragraph and summarising 

these

2c
summarise main ideas from more than one 

paragraph

2



Year 3 and 4 Reading Skills Progression Map

Inference

drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence

2d

make inference from the text/ explain and 

justify using evidence from the text.

• During the reading week of English lessons, children 

frequently use the APE (Answer it, Prove it, Explain it) 

strategy to provide written responses to a variety of 

inferential questions related to the focus text.

• Additionally, during reading sessions, children are presented 

with a range of questions, including inference-based ones, 

which encourage them to explore the text and gain a deeper 

understanding of its content.

Prediction
predicting what might happen from 

details stated and implied

2e

predict what might happen from the details 

stated and implied.

• As children read, they regularly make predictions about the 

characters, events and actions that will occur next, using 

evidence from the text to justify their reasoning.

Authorial intent

discussing words and phrases that 

capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination

2g

identify / explain how meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words and phrases

• Children are often asked questions regarding the use of 

certain words or phrases e.g.

• find the word or phrase that tells us that …

• Which words and phrases did …. effectively?

identifying how language, structure, and 

presentation contribute to meaning

2f

Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

2g

identify / explain how meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words and phrases

• Children discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 

including figurative language and the impact on the reader.

• They are encouraged to consider the impact of the 

presentation such as font and layout and how they help to 

convey important ideas.

Non-Fiction

retrieve and record information from 

non-fiction

2b

Retrieve and record key information/ key 

details from fiction and non-fiction

• Children are provided with exposure to a selection of non- 

fiction texts, such as instructions, non-chronological reports 

and newspaper articles. They are taught to identify and 

locate details such as headings, subheadings and diagrams 

and how to use this information to effectively navigate a text. 

Through this approach, children develop valuable skills that 

promote their comprehension and engagement with non- 

fiction texts.

3



Year 3 and 4 Reading Skills Progression Map

Discussing 
Reading

participate in discussion about both 

books that are read to them and those 

they can read for themselves, taking 

turns and listening to what others say

2b

Retrieve and record key information/ key 

details from fiction and non-fiction

• Children are actively encouraged to take turns and participate 

in group discussions about a text, promoting active listening 

skills.

2c

summarise main ideas from more than one 

paragraph

2f

Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

4



Year 5 and 6 Reading Skills Progression Map

National Curriculum Objectives Content Domain Context

Decoding

apply their growing knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology 

and etymology), both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words 

that they meet

2a

Give/explain the meaning of words in 

context

• The No Nonsense Spelling scheme is used to teach spelling 

rules and improve spelling

• Throughout the scheme, children are taught strategies for 

learning words from the Year 5/6 statutory word list.

• Children are taught to use the suffixes –cious, -tious, - tial, - 

cial to understand the meaning of words.

• They are taught strategies for learning words ending in -able

-ible, -ent -ency and ence.

• Suffixes and prefixes are used to help clarify the meaning of 

words in reading sessions.

Range of 
Reading

continuing to read and discuss an 

increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference books or 

textbooks

2f

Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

2h

make comparisons within the text

• English lessons, shared reading and guided reading lessons 

provide children with ample exposure to a diverse array of 

texts.

• Furthermore, children have the opportunity to explore a 

variety of books in the class reading corner, including poetry, 

non-fiction, and culturally diverse literature.

• Children are also encouraged to express their preferences 

and interests when selecting books to read.

• In English lessons, children make comparisons within and 

across texts e.g. similar events in different books such as 

being an evacuee in Ali’s Story and Julianne’s Story.

reading books that are structured in 

different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes

making comparisons within and across 

books

Familiarity with 
Texts

increasing their familiarity with a wide 

range of books, including myths, legends 

and traditional stories, modern fiction, 

fiction from our literary heritage, and 

books from other cultures and traditions

2h

make comparisons within the text

• In Year 5, children are introduced to a diverse collection of 

books, including classic fiction texts like ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 

and Greek myths such as ‘The Adventures of Odysseus.’

• In Year 6, children continue to expand their literary horizons 

with exposure to a range of traditional fairy tales and texts 

set in different historical periods like ‘My Story: The Great 

Plague.’

1



Year 5 and 6 Reading Skills Progression Map

identifying and discussing themes and
conventions in and across a wide range of 

writing

• Additionally, children are introduced to books from an array 

of authors, broadening their understanding and appreciation 

of literature.

• Through this exposure, children learn to recognise and 

analyse recurring themes within and across texts, such as 

themes of friendship, hope and survival.

Poetry & 
Performance

learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

preparing poems and plays to read aloud 

and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone and volume so 

that the meaning is clear to an audience

2f

Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

• One of the units for Year 6 is the study of the classic narrative 

poem, ‘The Highwayman.’ Throughout this unit, children 

delve deeply into the poem's poetic techniques.

• Furthermore, children are provided with numerous 

opportunities to enhance their understanding of the poem 

through immersive activities such as drama and performance.

Understanding

checking that the book makes sense to 

them, discussing their understanding and 

exploring the meaning of words in 

context

2b
Retrieve and record key information/key 

details from fiction and non-fiction
2c

Summarise main ideas from more than one 
paragraph

• During reading sessions, children are taught effective 

strategies (re-reading the sentence, utilising knowledge of 

word class, root words, suffixes and prefixes) to clarify the 

meaning of words.

• In English lessons, children are empowered to independently 

explore and discuss technical or subject specific vocabulary 

with increasing independence. They discuss and clarify the 

meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 

vocabulary.

• Children are encouraged to continue using dictionaries to 

check the meanings of words they encounter while reading.

• Opportunities are provided for children to practise 

summarising key themes of paragraphs, helping to reinforce 

their comprehension skills.

asking questions to improve their 

understanding

summarising the main ideas drawn from 

more than one paragraph, identifying key 

details to support the main ideas

Inference

drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence

2d

make inference from the text/ explain and 

justify using evidence from the text.

• During the reading week of English lessons, children are 

taught to justify inferences with evidence using APE (Answer 

it, Prove it, Explain it).

• Additionally, during reading sessions, children are presented 

with a range of questions, including inference- based ones,

2



Year 5 and 6 Reading Skills Progression Map

which encourage them to explore the text and gain a deeper 

understanding of its content.

Prediction

predicting what might happen from 

details stated and implied

2e

predict what might happen from the details 

stated and implied.

• Children are taught to make predictions during reading 

sessions, discussing the reasoning behind them, drawing on 

their knowledge of the world, from reading other similar texts 

and what they read earlier in the text.

• They compare their predictions with the events that occurred 

and consider why their predictions were accurate, plausible, 

or inaccurate.

Authorial intent

identifying how language, structure and 

presentation contribute to meaning

2a

Give/explain the meaning of words in 

context

2g

identify / explain how meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words and phrases

• In English lessons, children identify the underlying structure 

of narratives and non-fiction texts using the Talk for Writing 

box-up model. This approach enables them to comprehend 

aspects of narrative structure such as build up, sequence, 

dilemma and resolution.

• Children also use the box-up model to identify the features of 

non-fiction texts, including content, structure, layout and 

purpose. They analyse how different types of non-fiction 

texts, such as recounts, instructions, explanations, persuasive 

writing and arguments convey information.

• In poetry, children analyse how the organisation or structure 

of a piece facilitates the expression of mood, feelings and 

attitude e.g. The Highway Man.

• Children learn to identify and discuss the meanings of 

figurative language such as metaphors and similes, idiomatic 

words and phrases used in a text.

• Children engage in critical analysis by evaluating how a writer 

utilises language to imply ideas, attitude s and points of views

discuss and evaluate how authors use
language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader

3



Year 5 and 6 Reading Skills Progression Map

Non-Fiction

distinguish between statements of fact 

and opinion

2b

Retrieve and record key information/key 

details from fiction and non-fiction

• In persuasive writing and other texts, children investigate 

how language is used to present opinion. They distinguish 

between fact, opinion and fiction in different texts, e.g. 

biography and argument.

• They investigate character’s opinions of other characters by 

acting out scenes, ‘thoughtscaping’ characters (identifying 

what a character really thinks as opposed to what she/ he 

says)

• They enjoy texts which are written with a strong narrative 

voice, e.g. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs and discuss 

how this changes the traditional story.

retrieve, record and present information 

from non-fiction

Discussing 
Reading

recommending books that they have read 

to their peers, giving reasons for their 

choices

2f
Identify/explain how information/narrative 

content is related and contributes to the 
meaning as a whole.

2d
Make inference from the text/ explain and 

justify using evidence from the text.

• The school offers various opportunities for children to explore 

books, including the school library and classroom reading 

areas.

• Children are actively encouraged to share their favourite 

books with their peers and recommend new ones to each 

other.

• Reading sessions are designed to facilitate discussions about 

the books the children have read, encouraging them to share 

their thoughts with each other.

participate in discussions about books, 

building on their own and others’ ideas 

and challenging views courteously

explain and discuss their understanding 

of what they have read, including through 

formal presentations and debates

provide reasoned justifications for their 

views

4



Year 1 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Three Billy Goats

Gruff
So Much Traction Man You Choose Farmer Duck London Poem

Genre
Instruction 

s
Narrative Narrative

Invitation 
letter

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Recount
Adventure 
Narrative

Postcard

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative
Diary Entry

Travel 
Guide

Poem

P
h

o
n

ic
s 

an
d

 W
h

o
le

 W
o

rd
 S

p
el

lin
g

words containing each
of the 40+ phonemes 

taught
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

common exception 

words
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

the days of the week ✓ ✓ ✓

name the letters of the 

alphabet in order
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using letter names to 

distinguish between 

alternative spellings of 

the same sound

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

O
th

e
r 

W
o

rd
 B

u
ild

in
g

using the spelling rule 

for adding –s or –es as

the plural marker for 

nouns and the third
person singular marker
for verbs using the 

prefix un–

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

1



Year 1 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Three Billy Goats

Gruff
So Much Traction Man You Choose Farmer Duck London Poem

Genre
Instruction 

s
Narrative Narrative

Invitation 
letter

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Recount
Adventure 
Narrative

Postcard

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative
Diary Entry

Travel 
Guide

Poem

using –ing, –ed, –er and
–est where no change 

is needed in the 

spelling of root words

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

apply simple spelling
rules and guidance 

from Appendix 1
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Tr
an

sc
ri

p
ti

o
n

write from memory 

simple sentences

dictated by the teacher 

that include words
using the GPCs and
common exception 

words taught so far.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

sit correctly at a table,
holding a pencil 

comfortably
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

begin to form lower-
case letters in the 

correct direction, 

starting and finishing in 

the right place

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

form capital letters
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2



Year 1 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Three Billy Goats

Gruff
So Much Traction Man You Choose Farmer Duck London Poem

Genre
Instruction 

s
Narrative Narrative

Invitation 
letter

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Recount
Adventure 
Narrative

Postcard

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative
Diary Entry

Travel 
Guide

Poem

P
la

n
n

in
g

say out loud what they 

are going to write 

about
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

compose a sentence 

orally before writing it.
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

D
ra

ft
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

sequence sentences to 

form short narratives.
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

reread their writing to 

check that it makes
sense and to
independently begin to 

make changes.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ed
it

in
g discuss what they have 

written with the 

teacher or other pupils.
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
er

fo
rm

in
g read their writing aloud 

clearly enough to be

heard by their peers 

and the teacher.
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry leave spaces between 

words
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

joining words and

phrases using ‘and’
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3



Year 1 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Three Billy Goats

Gruff
So Much Traction Man You Choose Farmer Duck London Poem

Genre
Instruction 

s
Narrative Narrative

Invitation 
letter

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Recount
Adventure 
Narrative

Postcard

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative
Diary Entry

Travel 
Guide

Poem

G
ra

m
m

ar
 (e

d
it

e
d

 t
o

 r
ef

le
ct

to combine words to 

make sentences,

including using and

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

sequencing sentences 

to form short narratives
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

separation of words 

with spaces
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

sentence demarcation 

(. ! ?)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

capital letters for

names and pronoun 'I’
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

 (
e

d
it

e
d

 t
o

 r
e

fl
ec

t 
ap

p
en

d
ix

 2
)

beginning to punctuate 

sentences using a 

capital letter and a full 

stop, question mark or 

exclamation mark
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using a capital letter for 

names of people,

places, the days of the 

week, and the personal 

pronoun ‘I’ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

4



Year 1 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Three Billy Goats

Gruff
So Much Traction Man You Choose Farmer Duck London Poem

Genre
Instruction 

s
Narrative Narrative

Invitation 
letter

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Recount
Adventure 
Narrative

Postcard

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative
Diary Entry

Travel 
Guide

Poem

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 T

er
m

in
o

lo
gy

letter ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

capital letter ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

word

singular ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

plural ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

sentence punctuation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

full stop ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

question mark, ✓ ✓ ✓

exclamation mark ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

5



Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

P
h

o
n

ic
s 

an
d

 W
h

o
le

 W
o

rd
 S

p
el

lin
g

segmenting spoken
words into phonemes 

and representing these 

by graphemes, spelling 

many correctly

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

learning new ways of 

spelling phonemes for

which 1 or more
spellings are already 

known, and learn some 

words with each 

spelling, including a few 

common homophones

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

learning to spell
common exception 

words
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

distinguishing between
homophones and near- 
homophone

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

O
th

e
r 

W
o

rd
 

B
u

ild
in

g 

Sp
el

lin
g

learning the possessive 

apostrophe (singular) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

learning to spell more
words with contracted 

forms
✓ ✓ ✓

1



Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

add suffixes to spell 

longer words, including 

–ment, –ness, –ful, –
less, –ly

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

apply spelling rules and
guidelines from 

Appendix 1
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Tr
an

sc
ri

p
ti

o
n

write from memory 

simple sentences

dictated by the teacher 

that include words
using the GPCs,
common exception 

words and punctuation 

taught so far.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

form lower-case letters 

of the correct size
relative to one another

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

start using some of the 

diagonal and horizontal
strokes needed to join
letters and understand 

which letters, when 

adjacent to one 

another, are best left 

unjoined

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2



Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

write capital letters and 

digits of the correct

size, orientation and 

relationship to one

another and to lower- 

case letters

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use spacing between 

words that reflects the 

size of the letters
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

C
o

n
te

xt
s 

fo
r 

W
ri

ti
n

g

writing narratives about 

personal experiences

and those of others 

(real and fictional)

✓ ✓ ✓

writing about real 

events
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

writing poetry ✓

writing for different 

purposes
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
la

n
n

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

planning or saying out 

loud what they are

going to write about

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3



Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

D
ra

ft
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

writing down ideas 

and/or key words,

including new 

vocabulary

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

encapsulating what
they want to say, 

sentence by sentence
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ed
it

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

evaluating their writing 

with the teacher and 

other pupils
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

rereading to check that 

their writing makes

sense and that verbs to
indicate time are used 

correctly and 

consistently, including 

verbs in the continuous 

form

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proofreading to check
for errors in spelling, 

grammar and 

punctuation

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
er

fo
rm

in
g

read aloud what they
have written with 

appropriate intonation 

to make the meaning 

clear

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

4



Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry

expanded noun phrases 

to describe and specify

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

ar
 (e

d
it

e
d

 t
o

 r
ef

le
ct

 A
p

p
e

n
d

ix
 2

)

sentences with 

different forms: 

statement, question, 

exclamation, command

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

the present and past 

tenses correctly and

consistently including 

the progressive form

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

subordination (using 

when, if, that, or 

because) and 

coordination (using or, 

and, or but

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

some features of 

written Standard

English

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

suffixes to form new 

words (-ful, -er, -ness)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

sentence demarcation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

commas in lists ✓ ✓ ✓
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Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

apostrophes for 

ommission & singular 

posession
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

learning how to use 

both familiar and new 

punctuation correctly, 

including full stops, 

capital letters, 

exclamation marks, 

question marks, 

commas for lists and

apostrophes for 

contracted forms and 

the possessive 

(singular)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 T

er
m

in
o

lo
gy

noun ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

noun phrase ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

statement ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

question, ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

exclamation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

command ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

compound ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

adjective ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

verb ✓ ✓

suffix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Year 2 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text Tiger Child
George and the

Dragon
Bob’s Best Ever

Friend
The Great Kapok

Tree
The Secret Sky

Garden
The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch

Genre
Folk Tale 
Narrative

Informal 
Letter

Poetry

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Instruction 
s

Persuasive 
Letter

Setting 
Description

Diary Entry
Character 

Description
Newspaper 

Report

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

adverb tense (past, 

present)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

apostrophe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

comma ✓ ✓ ✓

7



Year 3 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text The Tunnel Stone Age Boy
Tertius and the
Horrible Hunt

The Rainbow Crow The Jungle Book
Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory

Genre
Adventure 
Narrative

Newspaper 
Report

Historical 
Narrative

Poetry Diary Entry
Instruction 

s

Traditional
Tale 

Narrative
Recount

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Leaflet

Fantasy
Narrative 
1st Person

Letter

P
h

o
n

ic
s 

an
d

 W
h

o
le

 W
o

rd
 S

p
el

lin
g spell further 

homophones

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

spell words that are 

often misspelt 

(Appendix 1)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

O
th

e
r 

W
o

rd
 B

u
ild

in
g 

Sp
el

lin
g

use further prefixes and 

suffixes and understand 

how to add them
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

place the possessive 

apostrophe accurately

in words with regular 

plurals and in words
with irregular plurals

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use the first 2 or 3 

letters of a word to

check its spelling in a 

dictionary
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

1



Year 3 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text The Tunnel Stone Age Boy
Tertius and the
Horrible Hunt

The Rainbow Crow The Jungle Book
Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory

Genre
Adventure 
Narrative

Newspaper 
Report

Historical 
Narrative

Poetry Diary Entry
Instruction 

s

Traditional
Tale 

Narrative
Recount

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Leaflet

Fantasy
Narrative 
1st Person

Letter

Tr
an

sc
ri

p
ti

o
n

write from memory 

simple sentences,

dictated by the teacher, 

that include words and

punctuation taught so 

far.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

use the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes that

are needed to join 

letters and understand
which letters, when
adjacent to one 

another, are best left 

unjoined

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

increase the legibility, 

consistency and quality
of their handwriting

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

C
o

n
te

xt
s 

fo
r 

W
ri

ti
n

g

discussing writing 

similar to that which

they are planning to
write in order to 

understand and learn 

from its structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2



Year 3 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text The Tunnel Stone Age Boy
Tertius and the
Horrible Hunt

The Rainbow Crow The Jungle Book
Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory

Genre
Adventure 
Narrative

Newspaper 
Report

Historical 
Narrative

Poetry Diary Entry
Instruction 

s

Traditional
Tale 

Narrative
Recount

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Leaflet

Fantasy
Narrative 
1st Person

Letter

P
la

n
n

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

discussing and 

recording ideas ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

composing and 

rehearsing sentences

orally (including 

dialogue), progressively
building a varied and
rich vocabulary and an 

increasing range of 

sentence structures

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

D
ra

ft
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

organising paragraphs 

around a theme ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

in narratives, creating
settings, characters and 

plot
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

In non-narrative 

material, using simple
organisational devices
(headings & 

subheadings)
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3



Year 3 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text The Tunnel Stone Age Boy
Tertius and the
Horrible Hunt

The Rainbow Crow The Jungle Book
Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory

Genre
Adventure 
Narrative

Newspaper 
Report

Historical 
Narrative

Poetry Diary Entry
Instruction 

s

Traditional
Tale 

Narrative
Recount

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Leaflet

Fantasy
Narrative 
1st Person

Letter

Ed
it

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

assessing the 

effectiveness of their 

own and others’ writing

and suggesting 

improvements

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proposing changes to 

grammar and

vocabulary to improve 

consistency, including

the accurate use of 

pronouns in sentences

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proofread for spelling 

and punctuation errors ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
e

rf
o

rm
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

read their own writing 

aloud, to a group or the

whole class, using 

appropriate intonation
and controlling the
tone and volume so 

that the meaning is 

clear

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Year 3 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text The Tunnel Stone Age Boy
Tertius and the
Horrible Hunt

The Rainbow Crow The Jungle Book
Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory

Genre
Adventure 
Narrative

Newspaper 
Report

Historical 
Narrative

Poetry Diary Entry
Instruction 

s

Traditional
Tale 

Narrative
Recount

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Leaflet

Fantasy
Narrative 
1st Person

Letter

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry

extending the range of 

sentences with more

than one clause by 

using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including 

when, if, because, 

although

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

choosing nouns or 

pronouns appropriately 

for clarity and cohesion 

and to avoid repetition

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using conjunctions, 

adverbs and 

prepositions to express 

time and cause (and 

place)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

ar
 (e

d
it

e
d

 t
o

 r
ef

le
ct

using the present 

perfect form of verbs in 

contrast to the past 

tense

✓ ✓ ✓

form nouns using 

prefixes (super-, anti-)
✓ ✓ ✓

use the correct form of 

'a' or 'an' ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

5



Year 3 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text The Tunnel Stone Age Boy
Tertius and the
Horrible Hunt

The Rainbow Crow The Jungle Book
Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory

Genre
Adventure 
Narrative

Newspaper 
Report

Historical 
Narrative

Poetry Diary Entry
Instruction 

s

Traditional
Tale 

Narrative
Recount

Classic
Fiction 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Leaflet

Fantasy
Narrative 
1st Person

Letter

word families based on 

common words (solve,

solution, dissolve, 

insoluble)

✓ ✓ ✓

P
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n using and punctuating 

direct speech (i.e.

Inverted commas) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 T

er
m

in
o

lo
gy determiner ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

pronoun ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

possessive pronoun ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

adverbial ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

6



Year 4 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Rama and the 
Demon King

How to Train Your 
Dragon

The Iron Man
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

The Time Travelling Cat 
and the Egyptian 

Goddess
Matilda

Genre Narrative Recount Narrative
Balanced 
Argument

Diary Entry Newspaper Narrative
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Non
Chronologi 
cal Report

Persuasive
Formal 
Letter

Playscript

P
h

o
n

ic
s 

an
d

 W
h

o
le

 W
o

rd
 S

p
el

lin
g spell further 

homophones

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

spell words that are 

often misspelt
(Appendix 1)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

O
th

e
r 

W
o

rd
 B

u
ild

in
g 

Sp
el

lin
g

use further prefixes and 

suffixes and understand
how to add them

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

place the possessive 

apostrophe accurately
in words with regular
plurals and in words 

with irregular plurals

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use the first 2 or 3 

letters of a word to

check its spelling in a 

dictionary
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

1



Year 4 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Rama and the 
Demon King

How to Train Your 
Dragon

The Iron Man
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

The Time Travelling Cat 
and the Egyptian

Goddess
Matilda

Genre Narrative Recount Narrative
Balanced 
Argument

Diary Entry Newspaper Narrative
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Non 
Chronologi
cal Report

Persuasive 
Formal
Letter

Playscript

Tr
an

sc
ri

p
ti

o
n

write from memory 

simple sentences,

dictated by the teacher,
that include words and 

punctuation taught so 

far.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

use the diagonal and
horizontal strokes that 

are needed to join 

letters and understand 

which letters, when 

adjacent to one 

another, are best left 

unjoined

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

increase the legibility,
consistency and quality 

of their handwriting
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

C
o

n
te

xt
s 

fo
r 

W
ri

ti
n

g

discussing writing 

similar to that which

they are planning to 

write in order to
understand and learn
from its structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2



Year 4 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Rama and the 
Demon King

How to Train Your 
Dragon

The Iron Man
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

The Time Travelling Cat 
and the Egyptian

Goddess
Matilda

Genre Narrative Recount Narrative
Balanced 
Argument

Diary Entry Newspaper Narrative
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Non 
Chronologi
cal Report

Persuasive 
Formal
Letter

Playscript

P
la

n
n

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

discussing and 

recording ideas ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

composing and
rehearsing sentences 

orally (including 

dialogue), progressively 

building a varied and 

rich vocabulary and an 

increasing range of 

sentence structures

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

D
ra

ft
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

organising paragraphs 

around a theme ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

in narratives, creating 

settings, characters and 

plot
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

n non-narrative 

material, using simple

organisational devices 

(headings &
subheadings)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3



Year 4 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Rama and the 
Demon King

How to Train Your 
Dragon

The Iron Man
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

The Time Travelling Cat 
and the Egyptian

Goddess
Matilda

Genre Narrative Recount Narrative
Balanced 
Argument

Diary Entry Newspaper Narrative
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Non 
Chronologi
cal Report

Persuasive 
Formal
Letter

Playscript

Ed
it

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

assessing the 

effectiveness of their

own and others’ writing
and suggesting 

improvements

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proposing changes to
grammar and 

vocabulary to improve 

consistency, including 

the accurate use of 

pronouns in sentences

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proofread for spelling 

and punctuation errors ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
e

rf
o

rm
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

read their own writing
aloud, to a group or the 

whole class, using 

appropriate intonation 

and controlling the 

tone and volume so 

that the meaning is 

clear

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

4



Year 4 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Rama and the 
Demon King

How to Train Your 
Dragon

The Iron Man
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

The Time Travelling Cat 
and the Egyptian

Goddess
Matilda

Genre Narrative Recount Narrative
Balanced 
Argument

Diary Entry Newspaper Narrative
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Non 
Chronologi
cal Report

Persuasive 
Formal
Letter

Playscript

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry

extending the range of 

sentences with more

than one clause by 

using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including 

when, if, because, 

although

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

choosing nouns or 

pronouns appropriately 

for clarity and cohesion 

and to avoid repetition

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using conjunctions, 

adverbs and 

prepositions to express 

time and cause (and 

place)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

ar
 (e

d
it

e
d

 t
o

 r
ef

le
ct

using the present 

perfect form of verbs in 

contrast to the past

tense

✓ ✓ ✓

form nouns using 

prefixes (super-, anti-)
✓ ✓

use the correct form of 

'a' or 'an' ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

5



Year 4 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Rama and the 
Demon King

How to Train Your 
Dragon

The Iron Man
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe

The Time Travelling Cat 
and the Egyptian

Goddess
Matilda

Genre Narrative Recount Narrative
Balanced 
Argument

Diary Entry Newspaper Narrative
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Non 
Chronologi
cal Report

Persuasive 
Formal
Letter

Playscript

word families based on 

common words (solve,

solution, dissolve, 

insoluble)

✓ ✓ ✓

P
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n using and punctuating 

direct speech (i.e.

Inverted commas) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 T

er
m

in
o

lo
gy determiner ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

pronoun ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

possessive pronoun ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

adverbial ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

6



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

P
h

o
n

ic
s 

an
d

 W
h

o
le

 W
o

rd
 S

p
el

lin
g

spell some words with

‘silent’ letter
✓ ✓

continue to distinguish 

between homophones

and other words which 

are often confused

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use knowledge of 

morphology and

etymology in spelling 

and understand that
the spelling of some
words needs to be 

learnt specifically, as 

listed in Appendix 1

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

O
th

e
r 

W
o

rd
 B

u
ild

in
g 

Sp
el

lin
g

use further prefixes and 

suffixes and understand

the guidance for adding 

them

✓ ✓

use dictionaries to 

check the spelling and
meaning of words

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use the first 3 or 4 

letters of a word to
check spelling, meaning
or both of these in a 

dictionary

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

1



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

Tr
an

sc

ri
 

p
ti

o
n

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

choosing which shape 

of a letter to use when

given choices and 

deciding whether or

not to join specific 

letters

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

choosing the writing 

implement that is best
suited for a task

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

C
o

n
te

xt
s 

fo
r 

W
ri

ti
n

g

identifying the 

audience for and
purpose of the writing,
selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

in writing narratives,
considering how 

authors have 

developed characters 

and settings in what 

pupils have read, 

listened to or seen 

performed

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

P
la

n
n

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

noting and developing 

initial ideas, drawing on

reading and research 

where necessary ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

D
ra

ft
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

selecting appropriate
grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

in narratives, describing
settings, characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

précising longer 

passages ✓ ✓ ✓

using a wide range of
devices to build 

cohesion within and 

across paragraphs
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

using further 

organisational and

presentational devices 

to structure text and to
guide the reader

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ed
it

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

assessing the 

effectiveness of their
own and others’ writing

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proposing changes to
vocabulary, grammar 

and punctuation to 

enhance effects and 

clarify meaning

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

ensuring the consistent 

and correct use of

tense throughout a 

piece of writing

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

ensuring correct 

subject and verb

agreement when using 

singular and plural,
distinguishing between
the language of speech 

and writing and 

choosing the 

appropriate register

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proofread for spelling 

and punctuation errors
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

4



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

P
e

rf
o

rm
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

perform their own 

compositions, using

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement

so that meaning is 

clear.

✓ ✓ ✓

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry

use a thesaurus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using expanded noun 

phrases to convey 

complicated

information concisely

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using modal verbs or 

adverbs to indicate 

degrees of possibility
✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

ar
 (e

d
it

e
d

 t
o using the perfect form 

of verbs to mark

relationships of time 

and cause ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

5



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

using relative clauses 

beginning with who,

which, where, when, 

whose, that or with an 

implied (ie omitted) 

relative pronoun

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

converting nouns or 

adjectives into verbs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

verb prefixes ✓ ✓ ✓

devices to build 

cohesion, including 

adverbials of time, 

place and number

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

using commas to clarify 

meaning or avoid 

ambiguity in writing
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using brackets, dashes 

or commas to indicate 

parenthesis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

6



Year 5 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
The Many Worlds of

Albie Bright
The Adventures of

Odysseus
The Wizard of Oz Ali’s Story Rose Blanche

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Genre
Science
Fiction 

Narrative

Non-
Chronologi 
cal Report

Myths and
Legends 

Narrative

Persuasive 
Argument

Fantasy 
Narrative

Diary Entry
Setting 

description
Instruction 

s
Historical 
Narrative

Newspaper

Fantasy
Character 

Description
Biography

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 T

er
m

in
o

lo
gy

modal verb ✓ ✓ ✓

relative pronoun ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

relative clause ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

parenthesis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

bracket ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

dash ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

cohesion ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

ambiguity ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

7



Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

P
h

o
n

ic
s 

an
d

 W
h

o
le

 W
o

rd
 S

p
el

lin
g

spell some words with

‘silent’ letter
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

continue to distinguish
between homophones 

and other words which 

are often confused

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use knowledge of 

morphology and
etymology in spelling
and understand that 

the spelling of some 

words needs to be 

learnt specifically, as 

listed in Appendix 1

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

O
th

e
r 

W
o

rd
 B

u
ild

in
g 

Sp
el

lin
g

use further prefixes and 

suffixes and understand

the guidance for adding 

them

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use dictionaries to
check the spelling and 

meaning of words
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

use the first 3 or 4 

letters of a word to

check spelling, meaning 

or both of these in a
dictionary

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

1



Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

Tr
an

sc

ri
 

p
ti

o
n

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

choosing which shape
of a letter to use when 

given choices and 

deciding whether or 

not to join specific 

letters

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

choosing the writing 

implement that is best 

suited for a task
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

C
o

n
te

xt
s 

fo
r 

W
ri

ti
n

g identifying the 

audience for and

purpose of the writing, 

selecting the
appropriate form and
using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

2



Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

in writing narratives,
considering how 

authors have 

developed characters 

and settings in what 

pupils have read, 

listened to or seen 

performed

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
la

n
n

in
g

noting and developing 

initial ideas, drawing on

reading and research 

where necessary
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

D
ra

ft
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

selecting appropriate 

grammar and
vocabulary,
understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

in narratives, describing 

settings, characters and

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to

convey character and 

advance the action

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3



Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

précising longer 

passages ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using a wide range of
devices to build 

cohesion within and 

across paragraphs

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using further 

organisational and
presentational devices
to structure text and to 

guide the reader

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ed
it

in
g 

W
ri

ti
n

g

assessing the 

effectiveness of their 

own and others’ writing
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proposing changes to 

vocabulary, grammar

and punctuation to
enhance effects and 

clarify meaning

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

ensuring the consistent
and correct use of 

tense throughout a 

piece of writing

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

4



Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

ensuring correct
subject and verb 

agreement when using 

singular and plural, 

distinguishing between 

the language of speech 

and writing and 

choosing the 

appropriate register

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

proofread for spelling 

and punctuation errors
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

P
e

rf
o

rm
in

g 
W

ri
ti

n
g

perform their own 

compositions, using

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement

so that meaning is 

clear.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry

use a thesaurus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using expanded noun 

phrases to convey 

complicated 

information concisely

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

5



Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

using modal verbs or 

adverbs to indicate

degrees of possibility
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

ar
 (e

d
it

e
d

 t
o

 r
ef

le
ct

 A
p

p
e

n
d

ix
 2

)

using the perfect form 

of verbs to mark 

relationships of time 

and cause
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using relative clauses 

beginning with who, 

which, where, when, 

whose, that or with an 

implied (ie omitted) 

relative pronoun

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

converting nouns or 

adjectives into verbs
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

verb prefixes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

devices to build 

cohesion, including 

adverbials of time, 

place and number

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Year 6 Writing Skills Progression Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Focus Text
Oxford Treasury of

Fairy Tales
My Story: The Great

Plague
The Highway Man

Evolution and
Inheritance

The Mayans
Adventurer’s

Transition

Genre
Fairy Tales 
Narrative

Discussion

Historical 
Narrative 
1st Person

The Great 
Plague Fact 

Files

Narrative 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Argument

Informal
and Formal 

Letter

Biography 
(Formal 
Tone)

Adventure 
story

Narrative: 
Setting 

Description

Explanatio 
n Text

Newspaper 
Report

P
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

using commas to clarify 

meaning or avoid

ambiguity in writing

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

using brackets, dashes 

or commas to indicate 

parenthesis

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 T

er
m

in
o

lo
gy

subject ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

object ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

active ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

passive ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

synonym ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

antonym ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

ellipsis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

hyphen ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

colon ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

semi colon ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

bullet points ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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