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History at Claycots



History team

Miss Hussain is our History Subject Leader at Claycots



The vision for History

Our vision for History is that all pupils develop knowledge and skills through and 

enquiry approach about the key changes, events and individuals from the past, and 

how they have influenced modern society. Through the exploration of different 

viewpoints and the validity of sources, we aim to equip pupils with the ability to 

develop analytical and debating skills, which will enable them to reach their own 

conclusions based on the evidence they have been are presented. We want pupils to 

leave school as independent learners and thinkers who can present their opinions 

and arguments well, based on evidence; these are essential skills that are prized in 

an adult life.



Subject Intent

At Claycots, we aim to deliver a History curriculum which inspires our pupils and develops their 

curiosity about the world that they live in and to gain good knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and the wider world. Our teaching should equip pupils to understand change, ask 

perceptive questions, think critically like historians, weigh evidence, analyse arguments and 

develop perspective and judgement. History will be bought to life through topics which will 

interest, intrigue and inspire our pupil; it will enable a secure, coherent and chronological 

knowledge of the history of Britain to be learnt and built upon. Pupils will be encouraged to 

develop an increasing understanding of how the current world has been influenced by people 

and events from the past. Additionally, the pupils will study significant aspects of history from 

the wider world and will be able to understand their importance and impact on society. Pupils 

will be encouraged to think like historians by teaching them to develop and increase their 

understanding of what historical evidence is and how it can be used to draw conclusions about 

the past. Pupils will be able to understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance and use them within their own 

work. When creating their own accounts of the past, children will be able to use key historical 

terminology and vocabulary accurately. 



Subject Implementation

How we teach History

Our curriculum is shaped by the National Curriculum, our progression mapping tool and our 

core values. It also ensures that skills and knowledge are built upon each year and 

sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. History is taught as a discrete 

subject across the academic year, within our half termly topics. Cross curricular links are 

made, particularly with English, Geography, Art and Design and Technology. This enables 

pupils to be fully immersed in historical periods being studied and make connections and 

build on their knowledge and understanding of that time and those previously studied. All 

learning will start by revisiting prior knowledge. This will be scaffolded to support children to 

recall previous learning and make connections. Staff will model explicitly the subject specific 

vocabulary, knowledge and skills relevant to the learning to allow them to integrate new 

knowledge into the key concepts they already know. 



Subject Implementation

How we teach History continued

At Claycots, the history curriculum will be enriched through trips, workshops and through links with the wider 

community. Pupils will have opportunities to experience history in a variety of ways through visiting museums, 

historical buildings and by using role play. 

Each Year Group has access to a wide range of non-fiction books in the school library/Research Hub to enhance 

their research and understanding of their historical period, as well as laptops for internet based research and 

learning. Educational visits and hands on learning opportunities are provided as often as possible to enthuse the 

children and bring history to life.

Teaching and learning is regularly monitored by the Humanities lead who will provide a range of CPD as required 

to staff and ensure good teaching of Humanities across all key stages. Planning will be in place with regards to 

skills and knowledge. Medium- and short-term plans will be monitored. Lessons will be inspiring and well 

delivered to ensure all pupils learn the skills and knowledge required. 



Subject overview



Subject progression 
map



How we measure progress

At Claycots, we have carefully considered the building blocks of our history curriculum and have 

identified the key knowledge that is essential for pupils’ understanding. Pupils build their 

knowledge through our substantive concepts (civilisation, trade, war and beliefs), where their 

understanding becomes more in-depth each time they revisit them. Each unit and lesson begins 

with revisiting prior knowledge (what we have learnt already) and then progresses on to the new 

knowledge (what they are learning) in each carefully sequenced lesson. The revisiting of prior 

knowledge within chronology often can take the form of timelines and building on prior knowledge, 

can be rapid recall tests for key knowledge at the start of a unit, lesson or at the end of each. This 

is clearly identified in the book. The assessing of children’s understanding of the interpretation of 

sources and their understanding of change can take place in verbal discussions and debates with 

a key question. In addition to this, pupils’ knowledge of identified concepts is assessed through 

regular mini tests during lessons to ensure that children understand and know the meaning of 

appropriately challenging vocabulary that is planned and taught in lessons. This can be in books 

or be assessed verbally during lessons. 



Visits and experiences

British History Museum

Natural History Museum

Viking workshop

Globe

 theatre

Romans Workshop

Windsor Castle

Captain Scott Explorers Workshop



Examples of learning

Application of learning – 

Mummification 

Some examples of practical lessons

A focus on chronology – creating 

timelines based on what children know 

and have learnt in the lesson.

Role playing

Application of learning – 

Creating hieroglyphics 

Debates and conscience alley



Examples of learning

 

True and False 

Questions

Matching best source of 

information to statements

Children justifying their responses 

linked what they have learnt

From KS1



Examples of learning

Similarities and differences Diamond activity

From KS2



Pupil voice

What our children say about history

“I like learning about the moon landings. The first man on the moon was Neil Armstrong and we 
thought of questions we could ask him. I wish I could have met him…” – Mohamed, Year 2

“I loved Roman Day because I dressed up as Boudica and wore a black and gold tunic. The 
best part of working in groups is being able to act out perform with my friends. I liked using the 
chrome books to research Romans” – Adam, Year 3

“When we were studying the Vikings, I especially liked learning about the things they created, 
like and ironing board and using hot stones and a piece of cloth to wash clothes…the 
AngloSaxons were peaceful settlers but I was sad because they kept getting attached. I 
especially enjoyed challenging myself when we did a research quiz…” Hareem, Year 4



Pupil voice

What our children say about history

“I enjoyed learning about the architectural designs of the Ancient Greeks. I made a vase out 
of clay, which was fun as I enjoy practical lessons. I like sharing my ideas” – Monel, Year 5

“I enjoyed all the gory details of the Great Plague and liked analysing how the population in 
London was impact by it. I was sad to hear that it was mostly the average people that were 
effected rather than the poor…” – Tejasvi, Year 6
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