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Music At Claycots



Music Team

Mr Mann and Miss Stella are our music teachers



The vision for Music

At Claycots, we believe that all children should experience a rich 
music curriculum that provides life-long experiences to develop their 

curiosity and skills in the musical arts.

Our vision is for all children to leave Claycots with a love of music, a 
drive to continue their musical skills, and fond memories of the 

musical experiences they have had.



Subject Intent

At Claycots School, we aim to provide an enjoyable and challenging music 

curriculum which gives all students the opportunity to sing, play, create and 

perform. Our music lessons are accessible to all students across the Key 

Stages, while still allowing opportunities for students to stretch and challenge 

themselves. The music curriculum is designed to build a musical foundation and 

build on skills and knowledge throughout the years. 



Subject Implementation

To ensure our music provision at Claycots School is to a high standard, our music 

curriculum lessons are delivered by music specialists from Sing Education. 

The music curriculum is made up of half-termly units, with step-by-step progression, always 

building on prior knowledge and skills, giving children the opportunity to consolidate, deepen 

and progress their rich musical skill set. 

Music is an integral part of school life through a variety of after school music clubs and 

regular singing assemblies. Sing Education teachers use the Kodaly method of teaching to 

ensure subject matter is presented logically and building onto the children’s previous 

experience with music. 

Other performance opportunities like our Young Voices Choir, Christmas performances and 

end of year performances, give students the exciting experience of performing before a live 

audience.



Subject overview



Subject progression map

Foundations in Rhythm and Pitch

Reception music builds on rhythm, pitch, and musical expression

Confident Singing and Songs

Children develop confident singing skills and explore a wide range of rhymes and songs for 

musical growth.

Listening and Musical Awareness

Listening to diverse genres promotes pattern recognition and emotional expression in young 

learners.

Collaborative Music-Making

Group singing and instrument playing develop teamwork and prepare children for formal KS1 

music education.

Reception



Subject progression map

Foundational Musical Skills

Year 1 focuses on pulse, rhythm, and pitch through units like 'Feel the Beat' and 'High and Low'.

Introduction to Composition

Students begin composing with 'Sound Effects and Storytelling ',fostering creativity and musical 

expression.

Singing and Notation Skills

Pitch-matching exercises and basic notation help refine singing and playing skills in Year 1.

Cultural Music Exposure

Listening activities include classical, blues, and samba, promoting musical diversity and awareness.

Year 1



Subject progression map

Year 2 

Advanced Rhythm and Pitch

Year 2 students develop advanced skills in rhythm and pitch through exercises like strong beat identification and notation 

reading.

Structured Composition and Collaboration

Students engage in structured composition and collaborative music-making using activities like Musical Conversations and 

Follow the Leader.

Musical Appreciation and Improvisation

Listening to diverse genres fosters musical appreciation while students improvise short musical phrases and play familiar 

melodies.



Subject progression map

Formal Music Education Introduction

Years 3 and 4 focus on reading rhythm and pitch notation and performing melodies in groups.

Curriculum Units

Year 3 covers rhythm, tempo, and call & response; Year 4 includes time signatures and melody 

accompaniment.

Composition and Exploration

Students develop composition skills with pentatonic phrases and explore musical theatre and classical 

music.

Listening and Performance Skills

Listening activities include baroque, jazz, and folk music, while performance involves singing rounds and 

multiple parts.

Year 3 and Year 4



Subject progression map

Year 5 and Year 6

Year 5 Focus Areas

Year 5 emphasizes understanding time signatures, pop music arrangements, and composing for 

film and TV projects.

Year 6 Advanced Skills

Year 6 focuses on rhythm ensembles, chords, bass lines, and expressive multi-part singing 

techniques.

Instrumental and Listening Skills

Students develop playing by ear, chord accompaniment, and listen to genres like RnB, tango, and 

jazz for musical diversity.



How we measure progress

Recordings of the children are kept to monitor the progression of skills across the children’s academic 

career, giving pupils the chance to display their musicianship skills and understanding of the key 

musical elements through demonstration and discussion.

Children's learning is assessed against the Music Long term plan and Progression document, 

showing how they have retained and be able to show the expected skill and understanding.

Students also know when they have showed progress in Music through the selection of Star Musician. 

“We get Star Musician when we show school values, answer questions with our hand raised and tap 

out the beat” – Year 3 student. 



Example of assessment



Experiences and trips

Students at Claycots can take part in the following:
- After school Clubs

o SingUp/Young Voices Choir – KS2

o Instrumental club (Djembe, glockenspiel, ukulele)

- In-school instrumental lessons with Slough Music Services – Piano, Violin, drums, guitar and many more

- Rocksteady – learning to play musical instruments in a rock band – electric guitar, drums, piano, and vocals

Trips

- Christmas carol concerts – Autumn 2

- Young voices at Wembley Arena, London – Spring 1

- Philharmonia Orchestra – Spring 2

- Reading Hexagon Concert – Summer 2



Experiences and trips



Examples of Learning



Pupil voice

What our children say about Music:

I love that we can make different sounds 

with different actions. Its a really enjoyable 

feeling in music. 

– Year 5 student.

How I feel about my learning:

How I feel about music and my music teacher:

Most proud of: “Being star musician and being 

able to use different instrument”  

- Year 4 student.
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